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GALATIANS IV. 18. 


But it is good to be =ealonſly-affofted 
always, in a good Thing; and not on. 


ly when I am preſent with Ton. 


a CB 
. 2 plaineſt Rule for directing Our 
e T % Zeal, that is to be met with in 
| moms wo Scripture. And, if in any ge- 
ppc, it bod ſeem obſcure, 

e or defective; tne Apoſtle's Ex- 
ample, and Practice, will give the beſt Light 


tb his Precept 5 and ſhow us clearly what he 99 


meant, by being ⁊calouſiy- affected in a good 
Thing: - TS 

To have Zeal, or to be zealous, (which is 
the plain meaning of being zealouſly-affefed,) 
generally ſignifys ſuch an eagerneſs of Deſire, 
or affectionate Concern, for any thing, as is 
attended with a paſſionate Warmth in the pur- 


ſuir, or defence of it. But, in Scripture, the 
words Cee, and Ca, are us'd in various Sen- 
ces: and Tranſlators have render'd them va- 


riouſly, tho? not always exactly, as the Con- 
text ſeems to require. In the verſe immedi- 


ately before my Text, the Apoſtle, fpeaking 
e A 2 of + 
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of thoſe falſe Brethren he had mention'd in the 
2d Chapter, ſays, (a) They zealouſiy-aſfect you, 
but not well: Yea they wou'd exclude (b) US 
that ye might alfect them, This is extremely 
obſcure : as every literal tranſlation of the A. 
poſtle's words muſt neceſſarily be. But his 
meaning ſeems to be this: Tho' they ſhow (or 
pretend) a warm affettion for You, [they 
ſhow it] not in a right (or, fair) way: but 
[whatever they pretend] hey really (c) endea- 
vour to exclude US [from your Love], that ye 
might ſhow an affettionate Regard to them only. 
THroses falſe Brethren whom the Apoſtle 
here ſpeaks of, were very zealous for ſome di- 
ſtinguiſhing Ceremonies of the Moſaic Law: 
and had inſinuated themſelves into the Favour 
of the Galatians, by factious Arts; and par- 
ticularly by (d) miſrepreſenting, and diſpara- 
ging, the Apoſtle's Character, Conduct, and 


Doctrine. And this unfair, diſingenuous, beha- 


viour is what he ſeems here to point at. He 
cou'd not blame them for ſhowing an affectio- 
nate Concern for the Galatians : nor even for 
endeavouring to gain their love: For, he him- 
ſelf ſhow'd, and boaſted of, this kind of Zeal 

| towards 
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— 
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(a) Zndiow vis & X4AGG, RANG H‘ ie EAST 
ds avroug ndert. 
() It is not, %s, but ywzs, in the beſt Manuſcripts: 
and thus it is printed in ſome Editions ; particularly by 


enius. But if there were equal Authority for each 
ading; that ſhou'd certainly be preferr'd which gives 


the moſt eaſy, natural, and conſiſtent Sence to the Apoſtle's 


ords: as was evidently does. 


(e) In this Sence the Apoſtle uſes O in Ch. I. 7. 
Ch VI. 12; Ie. 19. & c. | 


(4) See Ch. I. 10. Ch. II. 4, 5, 18, 21. Ch. IV. 14 


16, 17. Ch. V. 10, 11. 


r wo au. 
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towards (e) others. He only cenſure's the 


Zealots for the wrong manner of ſhowing their 
Zeal; and the factious Practices to which it 
led them. And thence he took occaſion to re- 
commend a right and becoming Zeal, in the 


words of my Text; it is good to be zealous 


in a good Thing, always, and not only when I am 
preſent with you. | 

(F) Soux think that by * «a3, the Apo- 
ſtle mean's a good Perſon, (to wit, Himſelf, ) 


and not a good Thing: becauſe in the foregoing 


verſes, he ſpeaks of a Zeal, or hearty affecti- 
on, for Per/ons only. But this argument will 
have little weight with thoſe who conſider, 


that the Apoſtle often change's his Subject ab- 
ruptly ; and not only reſtrains, or enlarges, 


the ſignification of words, in the ſame paſ- 
ſage ; but ſometimes uſe's the ſame Word in 


quite different Sences, (g) at the ſame time. 


It cannot therefore ſeem the leaſt incongru- 


ous to ſuppoſe, that after mentioning a par- 


ticular inſtance of factious Zeal, he took oc- 
caſion to (hb) lay-down a general Rule, that 
might ſerve Chriſtians for directing their Zeal, 
in all Caſes. But after all; Zeal for a good 

| F erſon, 


(e) See 1 Th. II. 8. 2 Cor. XII. 15. and Ch. XI. 2. 
200 oÞ bd O88 H- a | 
( f ) See Mr. Locke's Paraphraſe and Notes. : 
(g See Rom. III. 27. Ch. VIII. 2. Ch. II. 28, 29. 
1 Cor. X. 16, 17. Ch. XI. 23. Cor. III. 17. | 
) We find the Apoſtle does this on ſeveral occaſions: 
particularly in 1 Cor. X. where, after ſtating and deter- 


mining a particular point, he concludes with giving the 


Corinthians general Inſtructions for directing their Con- 
duct in the like Caſes : ver. 31, 32, 33. See likewiſe 
I Cor, XIV. 40. Ch. XV. 58. 1 Cor. X. 17. Gal. V. 
13, & : c. : 


1 
| 
| 


ſtian Church; not even of thoſe faithful Chri- 
ſtians who adher'd ſtedfaſtly to his Doctrine: 
but zealouſly declar'd himſelf againſt the fac. 
tious way that the Corinthians Ty of calling 


1 Cor. I. 
13. 


164 
Perſon, is really Zeal in a good Cauſe, or for 
a good Thing, For, it is not the Perſon him- 
ſelf, but his Virtue, and Worth, (which i; 
the good Thing, ) that is here ſuppos'd to be the 
proper Object of our zealous Regard. Be- 
ſides; it is the leſs likely that the Apoſtle 
ſhou'd recommend to the Galatians a zealous 
Concern for himſelf ; becauſe we find he cou'd 
by no means endure to be reckon'd the Head, 
or Leader, of any Sect, or Party, in the Chri- 


themſelves the Diſciples, or Followers, of 
ſome chief Apoſtle, or eminent Preacher. 7; 
CHRIST divided? (ſays he :) was Paul cruci- 


fyed for Jou? or, were ye baptiz'd in the name 


ch. III. 5. F Paul? ---Who then is Paul; and who is A- 


Ch.V. ; 


ollos ; but miniſters by whom ye believ'd ? 
What the Apoſtle ſeem'd to point-out to the 
Galatians, as the proper Object of their Zeal, 
was the Liberty wherewith CHRIST had 
made them free ; namely, their Freedom from 


the ritual Law; which he calls the Yoke of Bon- 


dage. He wou'd have had them zealous for 
that true Doctrine which he taught them; 


and for which they had ſhown a becoming 


Zeal, while he was among them. As for 
bimſelf; tho? (that he might engage them to be 
ſtedfaſt in aſſerting their Chriſtian Liberty, 


Sch. II. 5. and adhering to * the Truth of the Goſpel, ) he 


reminds them of the kind and hearty recepti- 
on they gave him, and his Doctrine; and how 
happy they thought themſelves in enjoying the 
benefit of his ſpiritual Labours among *r ; 

et 
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vet he ſeems induſtriouſly to avoid thoſe en- 
gaging eg of his Love towards them, 
which he freely us'd in others of his Epiſtles: 
tho? there ſeem'd to be as much occaſion for 
his uſing them to the Galatians, as to his other 
Converts : eſpecially if he deſign'd to regain 
their loſt affection; and to revive their Leal 
for him. But we find only one tender Ex- 
preſſion in all this Epiſtle : and that ſeems de- 
fign'd to ſoften the harſhineſs of his ſevere. 
Reproofs, He choſe to ſpeak to them in a 


tone of Authority; and with a Warmth and * ch. III. r. 


Sharpneſs that he ſeldom us'd : but not in the 
leaſt hke one that deſign*d to court their Fa- 
vour 3 and to engage not only their love, but 


their Zeal, and heartyeſt Concern for him. In 


fine, if we conſider the Deſign and Scope of 
this Epiſtle ; the State that the Galatians were 
then in; the Diviſions that the judaizing Zea- 
lots had rais'd among them; the Sharpneſs of 
the Apoſtle's Style; his humble Temper; 
and his diſintereſted Zeal for their chriſtian Li- 
berty, and the Succeſs of the Goſpel ; we ſhall 
find reaſon enough to conclude, that his De- 
ſign in my Text, was not to excite a zealous 
concern for bimfelf, but for his Doctrine; by 
recommending a becoming Zeal in à good Canje. 

T rw this be the common interpretation of 
i rang; there is another fence of the Phraſe, 
that I wou'd offer to your Conſideration ; 
namely; it is good to be zealous in a right 
manner ; or, in a fair, becoming way, For, 


i rag ſeems here to ſignify the ſame as, 2s 3 


and to be oppos'd to, £ wiz, in the foregoing. 
verſe: where the Apoſtle blames the Zealots 
for their unfair and factious anner of ſhowing 

cit.” their 


8 


their Zeal. Tho? this Antitheſis be not ſo 


obvious in any Tranſlation ; I think it appears 


| plainly enough in the (i) Greek, I prefer this 


Sence of the Words; becauſe it not only ſeems 
more agreable to the Context ; but renders the 
Apoſtle's Rule plainer, more determinate, and 
extenſive. For, according to either interpre- 
tation, the Objects of our Zeal (whether they 
be Perſons, or Things, ) are ſuppos'd to be juſt, 
and good; otherwiſe it cou'd not be good to be 
zealous for them. But the Sence I have ſug- 


_ geſted has this advantage above the other, that 


it lays a due reſtraint upon our Zeal ; by en- 
Joyning a right manner of expreſſing it. But tho 
I prefer this Sence of the Words, I wou'd not 
exclude the other. For, the ſame Expreſſion 


may ſometimes be capable of different Sences ; 
and be ſtrictly true in each. Several inſtances. 
of this kind might be produc'd from the ſa- 


cred Writings ; and particularly from thoſe of 
our Apoſtle, To name but one : They who 


_ conſider in what a variety and latitude of Sig- 


nification,, he uſes the words, (&) & «w, (a 

hraſe of the ſame kind, and, I think, of the 
aue import, ſometimes, with d was and 
how difficult, it is, in ſome paſlages, to prefer, 
or affix, any- one of the ſeveral Sences they 


may bear; will not think it unreaſonable to un- 


derſtand the words of my Text, (and particu- 


larly, « *=a5) in the moſt comprehenſive Sence 


they are capable of; as enjoyning us to ſhow 
RE. , our 


** _— 


» 


(5) Zoo be & d- 5 H i .- 


(e) See Eph. IV. 7. Ch. VI. xo. Rom. XVI. 8, 12, 


22, Philem.20. 1 Cor. VII. 39. Ch. IX. 2. Ch. XI. 
11. Phil, II. 29. Ch. IV. 1, &: c. 1 


N 

our Zeal, not only for a good Thing; (which 
includes the other Sence of an affectionate 
concern for a good Perſon;) but in a right 
manner : And this will determin, and direct, 
our Zeal always to the worthyeſt Objects; and 
confine it within its proper Bounds, 
TAE moſt natural Method of treating this 
Subject, is to conſider, firſt, what are the pro- 
per OBFECTS of a Chriſtian Zeal : And, 
then, what are the true MEASURES by 
which it ought to be govern'd. It may 
be uſeful, my Brethren, to put you in remem- 2 pet. I. 
brance of theſe Things, tho“ Ye know them, and 12. 
be eſtabliſht in the preſent Truth. And I hope 
| ſhall be excus'd, if, in the progreſs of my 
Diſcourſe, I ſhou'd ſeem to forget that I am 
addreſſing myſelf to Thoſe of whom I might 
learn how to inſtruct Others. | 

THE' chief and worthyeſt Object of our 
Zeal, is that which ought to be the chief 
End, and fartheſt View of all our Defires and 
Actions; namely the promoting GOD's Glo- 
ry, our-own Perfection and Happineſs; and 
the Welfare of Mankind; not ny ng eter- 
nal Welfare, but their worldly Happineſs ; 
yhich are always conſiſtent, And the proper 
Means to advance theſe great Ends, are the 
rue knowledge, and the ſincere practice, of 
Religion, and Virtue, Unleſs we ＋ on - 
eat dutys of Piety, Righteouſneſs, Charity, 


[emperance ;z and every thing that is Good, 
nd Praiſeworthy ; we do not live up to the 
Vgnity of our Nature; nor purſue the End 
our Creation; nor anſwer the great Deſign 
f Almighty G 0D in revealing his Will to 1 Th. Iv. 
B us 33. 


us; which is our Sanctiſication; our being re. 


Eph. IV. newed in the Spirit and temper of our Mind, 


* © Wa 
2Cor. VII. 
t. 


and cleans'd from all filthyneſs both of the Heß 
and Spirit; that we may perfect (or finiſh) true 
Holineſs in the fear of G OD. 

As it is in all Men's power, ſo All are 
obliged, to promote the practice of true Re. 
ligion, by ſetting others an Example of pious 
obedience to the divine Laws. And ſince Re. 
ligion can never be truly practis'd, unleſs it be 

rightly underſtood ; Every- one is oblig'd to 
contribute, as far as he can, towards promo- 
ting the true knowledge, and rational belief, 
of it, throughout the World. Among the ge- 
nerality of Mankind, there prevails the great- 
eſt corruption of Manners, and a moſt deplo- 
rable Ignorance ; occaſion'd by the want, or 
the neglect, of due Inſtruction ; and a ſolid, 
practical, knowledge of Chriſtianity. But this 
Ignorance, and Degeneracy, wou'd have been 
ſtill greater, if they had not been, in ſome 
meaſure, prevented, and leſſen'd, by the pi. 
ous Endeavours of the Worthy SOCIETTS 
for, promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, at home; 


and for propagating the Goſpel, in foreign part:: 


whoſe good and generous Deſigns are conduct. 
ed vid fuck Zeal, and Unanimity ; and in 
ſuch a ſteddy, prudent, diſintereſted, man 
ner, as cannot but tend very much to carry-0 
the deſireable Ends of their Inſtitution 
and give a ſenſible delight to every benevolent 
Mind. We, my Brethren, are every-way ol 

| lig'd not only to wiſh thoſe excellent Deſign: 
the utmoſt Succeſs ; but zealouſly to conti 
bute towards it, by our charitable Aſſiſtance 

/ ou 
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our earneſt recommendation of them to o- 


thers; and our fervent Prayers to Almighty 
GOD, that He wou'd bleſs the means that 


are us'd to fill the minds of Men, with the Col. I. . 


knowledge of his Will, in all Wiſdom, and ſpiri- 
tual Underſtanding, that ſo, they may walk 
worthy of the LORD unto all pleaſing ; being 
ruitful in every good Work; and increaſing in 
the knowledge, of G O D. : 

THE moſt neceſſary, and fundamental, 
Point of chriſtian Knowledge, is, that an uni- 


form, ſincere, Obedience to the Precepts of® 


the Goſpel is abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation: 
and that without Integrity and Rectitude of 
Mind, all the Acts of Worſhip, and Adora- 
tion, that People pretend to perform, have 
nothing of true Piety, or Devotion, in them. 


This important Truth ſhould be dayly incul- 


cated : For, tho? there be no thing more evi- 


dent in itſelf ; nor more plainly reveal'd in 


Scripture : Yet there are but few who rightly 
underſtand, and duely conſider it. Seeing 
there is but little true Senſe of Religion among 
the generality of Men, our Inſtructions ſnou'd 
always turn upon the moſt neceſſary, and pra- 
ctical, Points of Chriſtianity : Such as tend, 
at once, to enlighten their Underſtanding ; 
and direct their Practice; to rectify their Miſ- 
takes; and remove their Prejudices. Parti- 
cularly we ſhou'd often remind them of the 
great difference there is between the Subſtantial, 
and the Inſtrumental, Dutys of Religion: be- 
tween the great Virtues of Juſtice, Charity, 
Temperance, Meekneſs, Contentment, Sub- 


miſſion to the Will of GOD, Faith, Grati- 


tude, and other pious Diſpoſitions, by which 
"M3 the 


* 
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the Mind is /anify'd, and made truly Good; 
and thoſe Acts of Worſhip, or inſtrumental 
Dutys, which are only the Means of Grace, 
that GOD has appointed to aſſiſt us in be- 
coming truly virtuous and holy. When this 
important diſtinction is fully underſtood; it 
will be eaſy to convince People, that the 


ought to uſe their earneſt endeavours to puri y 


1 Joh. III. their Minds, even as GOD is pure; and to 
Saat 6, 2908ers and thirſt, after Righteouſneſs ; that 
3 xv. they may be filPd with all Foy and Peace in belie. 
13. ving, and obeying, the Goſpel; and become 
Tit. II. 14. zealous of gocd works. 

Tux true Knowledge of Religion naturally 
leads Men to a rational! Belief of it; which 
ſhou'd equally be the OBZECT of our zealous 

Concern : becauſe the ſincere Practice of Vir- 
tue, and Piety, is much promoted, by a firm, 
and wellgrounded, Perſwaſion of the great 
Truths of the Goſpel. Now ſeein theſe are 


to be learnt from the Word of GOD, and 


not from the Traditions of Men; we ought not 


only to ſearch, and ſtudy, the Scriptures, our- 


ſelves; but to ſtir up others to ſtudy them, with 
an unwearyed Zeal, a ſteady attention, and a 
hearty love of the Truth. We ſhou'd exhort 
1 ſol, Iv. them not to believe every Spirit; but to try the 
I. Spirits, and Doctrines, of Men, by the Holy 


Seripture; in order to know whether they be 


true, or falſe; from GOD, or from them- 

ſelves: And after proving and examining al! 

zTh,V.21, Things, to hold faſt that which they find to be 
good and true : neither blindly ſubmitting their 
Judgment to human Authority ; nor making 

| their own Opinions the Standard of other 
Jade 3. Men's, In fine, we ſhou'd earneſtly contend for 


that 


4 

that Faith, (and Form of Saund Doctrine) 
which was once (for all) deliver'd to the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians; and endeavour to preſerve 
it in its antient Purity and Simplicity, by di- 
ſtinguiſning the genuine Doctrine of CHRIST, 
and his Apoſtles, from the traditionary 


Enlargements, with which, in every Age, it 


has been more, or leſs, clogg*d, and blended. 
This wou'd mightily conduce to bring Chriſti- 


ans to an Unity of Faith ; if at the ſame time 


they practis'd that mutual, unfeign'd, exten - 
five Charity, which, above all things, wou'd 


make us like-minded one toward another and Rom. xv. 
lead us with one Mind, and one Mouth, to glo-546. 


rify GOD, even the Father of Our LORD. 


JESUS CHRIST. 

THERE is no Duty oft'ner recommended 
to us, nor more earneſtly, than a perfect U- 
nanimity, and Harmony of Deſires, and Af- 
ſections: there is no thing about which our 
Zeal can be better employ'd: And yet no 
thing ſeems to have been leſs underſtood, or 
leſs regarded. Our Bleſſed LORD foreſaw 


what a mighty ſtreſs wou'd always be laid e- 
ven upon a fruitleſs Faith; and how little 


Charity wou'd be practis'd, or valued : there- 
tore in his laſt Diſcourſe to his Diſciples, be- 
fore his Death, he inſiſts upon the neceſſity 
of mutual affection among his true Diſciples ; 
and propoſes his own boundlefs Love to Man- 
kind, as the Pattern of their Love one to- 


bave loved you By 7 HIS fhall all men know 
that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have love one to 


other. This Unity of Affection ſeems to 
"= f be 


wards another. A New Commandment I give oh X 
unto you (ſays He) that ve love one another, as 134, 35. 


III. 


Joh. XVII. 
11. 


+Eph. IV. 


— 
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de what He had chiefly in view, when, in his 
laſt Prayer for his Diſciples, he ſaid, Holy FA- 
THER, keep through thine own Name, thoſe 
whom thou haſt given me, that they may be One, 
as WE are in them ; and Thou in me; that 
they may (I) be made perfeft in one; that the 
World may know that Thou haſt ſent Me---] 
bave declar*d unto them Thy Name, (or Will) 
and will yet farther declare it ; that the Love 
[that Sort of Love,] wherewith Thou haſt loved 
Me may be [i, airs] among, them. This mu- 
tual Love is the Bond of Peace by which Unity 
of Spirit, true Unanimity, is to be preſerv'd. 
T beſeech you, ſays St. Paul, to walk worthy if 
the vocation wherewith ye are called; with all 
Lowlyneſs, and Meekneſs, bearing with one ano. 
ther in Love: (m) endeavouring to keep the L. 
nity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace; that is 
B the firm tyes of Charity; which elſewhere 
he calls the Bond of Perfection; the only Bond 
by which we can become * Perfectly One. He 
tells us in the ſame + Chapter, that the Bo- 
dy, or Church of, CHRIST, is edit, 
ſtrengthen'd, and perfected, (n) [+ d,] by 

| Harit); 


— — 


(1) 5% Go TSTHAu pers ti; ln that they may be mtirely 
united. : 

(m) EnoiuCmtts T1pe TW dv Tod , ç iy Th 01 
Bio wa tis tigyn;---taking care to preſerve Unity of Spirit 
by the bond of peace. By „ir 75 mivuare;, the Apo- 
ſtle ſeems to mean unity of Mind, or Unanimity. 25 Il, 
js often us'd to fignify the Mind, or the views and princi- 
ple of acting. See Matt. V. 3. Gal. VI. 1. Eph. IV. 
23. 1 Joh. IV. 6, 2 Cor. XII. 18, &. c. E 125 cu- 
Ache ſnhou d be render d, BY the bond of peace; viz. Cha- 
rity, which the Apoſtle had mention'd in the foregoing 
verſe. | 5 
(n) It is not is Love only, but in every other Vin, 

| 20 
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Chandy by an Union,” Subordination, and 


mutual Sympathy among the Members of 
CHRIS T's myſtical Body; and a continual 


Circulation of kind Offices among them. 
And when he exhorts us to be of one Mind; and phil. III. 
to mind the ſame Thing, n aun geb, he always 16. Ch. I 


dis d by the mutual practice of Charity; by that which, 
every joynt (or Member) ſupplyeth. Compare 1 Cor. XII. 


mean's (o) an Unity of Affection and Deſires, om WY. 
and wou'd have Chriſtians ſhow the ſame ten- , 


der Regard, and kind Concern, for their mu- 
tual Peace, Welfare, and Edification. But 
moſt People are ſo unwiſe, as to agree chiefly 
in a total negle& of thoſe neceſſary Dutys, 
that are ſo plainly reveald as to be beyond all 
Diſpute : while they ſpend their Zeal in 
wrangling about unneceſſary Points, that - 

cither 


— 


a 


and good Diſpoſition, that Chriſtians are improv'd and e- 


24---27. and Rom. XII. 15, 16. 


S. 
o) Thus when the Apoſtle exhorts the Philippians 


(Ch. II. 7 to be ike minded, he explains it by their ha- 


wing the [ame Love : this being the only way for Chri- 
ſtians to be of one Accord, ruhe, unanimons : as if they 


he ſays, pn 


had but one Sovl, and were actuated by One Spirit. He 
explains himſelf farther in the next verſe, cautioning them 
againſt Strife, vainglory, and pride. And in the 4th ver. 

pare tao THOTEITE, LANG Kofi v irięur 


ir os. not' every one of you aim at things that 


tend to your-own Eaſe or Pleaſure; but alſo what is for 


WE. 


the Eaſe and Weltare of others. He means that every 
one of us ought (as he elſewhere enjoyns us) fo pleaſe 
our Neighbour for his good, to Edification: In his Epiſtle 
to the Romans (XII. 15, 16.) he exhorts them to rejoice 
with them that do rejoyce; and to weep with them that 
weep; being of the ſame mind (or charitable Diſpoſition) 


one towards another, When St. Peter too recommends _ 


Unanimity, he explains it as St. Paul does, by our being 
compaſſionate, kind and condeſcending one to another. 


Ilarres dhe, ovwnuIi, PLndiAPa, WTTAZY M, i- 


. 


$094, 1 Pet, III. 8. Scelikewiſe Acts IV. 32. 
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[16] 
either but imperfectly reveab'd; or not at all. 
So that Religion which was deſign'd to eſta- 
bliſh Union, Love, and Peace, among Man- 
kind, is unhappily made the Occaſion, and 
Subject of fierce Contentions, bitter Animoſi- 
tys, and endleſs Diſcord, How much better 
might our Zeal be employ'd in recommending 
the true Practice of Virtue and Goodneſs ; an 


intire Conformity of our Deſires and Aﬀetti. 


ons to the Divine Will: and in ſhowing Peo- 
ple that Faith, and Zeal, and Devotion too, 
can profit them nothing without Charity: that 
true Piety, or Holineſs cannot poſſibly conſiſt 
in !hings that are dayly done by the worſt of 


Men: and that external Worſhip, however ne- 
ceſſary, is but one part of the Form of God- 


lineſs. For, tho' it be our Duty to expreſs 
our devout Sentiments both in publick, and 
in ons by proper Words, and becoming 
Geſtures : Yet beſt are generally but a deceit- 
ful Appearance : And are always a mere Shew 
and Shadow, of Piety, when deſtitute of that 


inward Adoration, or Integrity of Mind, which 


Mat. VI. 
33. 


is the Subſtance, and the Spirit of Devotion. 
Bur when, among our other good Inſtru- 


ctions, we ſhow People what are the proper 


Objects of their Zeal, we muſt not forget to 
put them in mind, that tho* we ought jrf, 
and above all things, to ſeek, and ſecure to our- 
ſelves the Kingdom of GOD, and his Favour, by 
practiſing that Righteouſneſs He has enjoyn'd 
us; and promoting the Salvation of others ; we 
ought likewiſe to ſhow a hearty Concern for 
their preſent Welfare, as well as for their future 
Happineſs # and uſe our earneſt endeavours to 
promote the Publick Good, and Pre the 

4 4 : | CACE 


5 

Peace and Order of Society. We ought there- 
fore to ſnow, and recommend to Others, a juſt 
Zeal for our excellent Conſtitution, and happy Eſta- 
bliſoment; for His MAFEST Ys Safety, and Ho- 
nour; and for the Quiet, and Proſperity of his Go- 
vernment. And we ought not only ta retain a grate- 
full Senſe of the Bleſſings we enjoy under his au- 
ſpicious Reign; but endeavour to ſecure, and 
tranſmit them to Poſterity. We are ſure that a 
Popiſh Bigot thinks himſelf bound in Conſcience 
to extirpate our Religion; and, inſtead of it, to 
_ eſtabliſh a ſpiritual Tyranny over the Conſciences 
of Men; together with ſen/eleſ5 Idolatry, and the 
groſſeſt Superſtition. The uniform Conduct of 
Popiſh Princes, from the Reformation, to this 
Day, ſhows plainly, that no politick Views, no 
regard to the Welfare of their People, or to the 
moſt ſolemn Treatys, and Promiſes, have been a- 
ble to reſtrain them from perſecuting, deſtroying, 
or baniſhing their Proteſtant Subjects, whenever 
they cou'd ſafely do it. And when Prudence, or 
Self-Intereſt have induc'd any of them to tolerate 
Proteſtants, for a while; they were ſoon led, ei- 
ther by their own miſtaken Conſcience, or by the 
Counſels, or the Threats, of their Confeſſors, to 
diſtreſs, impriſon, and ruine thoſe who wou'd not 
ſubmit their Minds to Popery ; and to Slavery, its 
inſeparable Attendant. Thoſe therefore who have 
any true Concern for the Glory of G O D, or the 
Chriſtian Religion; for the Proteſtanr-Intereſt, or 
the Security of the Church-of-England : they who 
fet a juſt value upon the quiet and ſecure enjoy- 
ment we now have of our Religion, and Liberty, 
and civil Rights; will be not only peaceable Su 

jets, but heartily loyal to our Gracious Sov ERAIGN, 


King GEORGE; and zealous for preſerving the 
5 C Pro- 


CO ̃ 


* 
=. 


Proteſtant· Succxss rox in his Iiluſtrious FA M ILY. 
We, my Brethren, are obliged to this, by the 


moſt Solemn Oaths, and and all the tyes of Duty, 


_ Gratitude, and Intereſt, We ought therefore to 


avoid every thing that has the leaſt appearance of 
Diſloyalty, or Diſaſfection: and ſhou'd carefully en- 
deavour to remove the Prejudices that factious, 
turbulent Spirits dayly inftill into People's Minds, 
agianſt His MAFESTY, and his Adminiſtration, 

We ſnou'd ſhow them that, if they wou'd truly 


1 Pet. II. fear GOD, they muſt honour the Kine ; and live 


17. 


in dutiful Subjection to his lawfull Authority: 
Nay that we ought to prove not only a Reve- 
rence, but a Love for Him: ſuch an affectionate 


Honour, and Regard, as will make us always 


zealous for His Intereſt ; which is inſeparably the 
ſame with Qur-own. 
Havinc now review'd the proper OBJECT'S 
of our Zeal; let us next conſider the true ME A- 
SURES by which it ought to be govern'd : ſince it 
is not enough that we be always zealous.in a good 
Cauſe, unleſs we ſhow our Zeal in a right man- 
ner. Now it is manifeſt that our Zeal cannot be 
truly Chriſtian, and blameleſs, if ir tranſport us 


beyond the bounds either of FUSTICE, CHA- 
RITY, or PRUDENCE, No thing can be 


more evident than that our Zeal ought to be go- 


vern'd by theſe Meaſures: and yet how ſel- 


dom do we ſee any remarkable inſtance of Zeal that 


is not either unrigbteous, uncharitable, or indiſereet ! 


ZE AL is ſuch a complicated, eager, unruly 
Paſſion, that when it gets the Aſcendant over a 
Man's temper, it poſſeſſes him intirely; and is 


| ſometimes rais'd by the moſt trifling and improper 


Objects. The lighteſt Occaſions will rouſe, and 
inflame, and enrage him. And while his _ 
| tuous 


— — 


—— — 
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ſtuous Paſſion hurrys him on to ſay, and do the 


moſt injurious, cruel, wicked things; he is fo 
abſurdly fooliſh as to think he doth GO D Service, Joh. XVI. 


by breaking thro? all the Laws of Religion; and* 


all the tyes of Nature, and Humanity. Ir is this 
blind Zeal that produces the calm and ſteady Cru- 
elty of the Inquiſitor ; and the more human Rage 
of the Aſſaſſin. It raiſes Tumults, Rebellions, 
Conſpiracys, Maſſacres: and occaſion's moſt of 
the Miſchiefs, Diſorders and Calamitys that make 


Mankind miſerable. | 8 
Non are only the weak and Ignorant ſubject 


to this unrighteous perſecuting Zeal: we ſee it 


ſometimes ſeizes Men of Learning, Probity, and 
Parts; who ſeem to be good-natured, ſober, and 
ſincere : I ſhou'd rather ſay, Conſcientious: for, 
one who labour's under the ſtrongeſt Prejudices, 

(as every Perſecuter evidently does, ) cannot be in- 
tirely Sincere, even when he acts according to 

his (p) Conſcience. This was our Apoſtle's Caſe 
before his Converſion. His Prejudices againſt 
Chriſtianity ſeem to have been ſo ſtrong, that no- 
thing but a Miracle wrought upon himſelf cou'd 
convert him. But ſuch a mighty, ſudden Change 

did that produce in his Mind ; that his Converſion 
itſelf ſeems to me almoſt as miraculous as the Man- 

ner of it. For, what can be more” wonderfull, 
than to ſee a Blaſphemer, chang'd into an Apo- 1 Tim, I. 
ſtle; a perſecuting Bigot, grow a Preacher of 3: 
Charity, Forbearance, and Condeſcenſion; and 

a ® rigid Phariſee, become all things to all Men !* Ade 
What more ſurprizing, than to ſee one who had XXVI. 5. 
lately perſecuted the Diſciples of CHRIST, and 
| Sy made 


—— 
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(p) See Tit. I. 15, 15. Matt. VI. 23. Luk. XI. 34. and 
compare Acts XXVI. 9. with 1 Tim. I. 13. 


L 20 
Adds VII. made havock of the Church ; now labouring more 
Cor xv. undantiy than them all to inlarge it! ----to ſee 
— him, at one time, breathing out Threatnings, and 
Acts IX. 1. Slaughier, againſt Chriſtians; and ſoon after, re- 
commending Love, and Meekneſs, towards All 
Men! and uſing the moſt moving Intreatys, gen- 
tle Perſwaſions, Prayers, and Tears, and all the 
becoming expreſſions of Tenderneſs, 
Zeal, to thoſe, whom he had but lately purſued 
Ch.XXv1 with an unrelenting rage; even compelling them 10 
10, 11. blaſpheme! 
So unjuſt, and outragious, was the Apoſtle's 
| Zeal, before his Converſion, that all will condemn 
it as freely as he himſelf did. But thoſe who can- 
not bear ſuch flagrant inſtances of Perſecution, 
and Cruelty, will ſometimes approve, and recom- 


mend, the gentler Methods of Compulſion. And 


others who condem all ſorts of Force, and Con- 
ſtraint, in matters of Religion, are too apt to 
ſhow their Zeal, on common Occaſions, in an un- 


2 unrighteous, manner. How ſeldom do 
Men think well, or ſpeak decently, of thoſe who 


are not of their Party, and Perſwaſion ? or even 
of thoſe who are ſtrictly their Brethren, if they 
take the liberty to judge for themſelves, and to 


act according to their Judgment? How apt are 
we to put the moſt unfavourable Conſtruction up- 
on the Words, or Behaviour, of thoſe we differ 
from, or diſlike? And how prone to believe any 
thing that tends to their reproach, or diſparage- 
ment? This is highly unjuſt. Others have the ſame 
Right to differ from us, that we have to differ from 
them: And therefore we ought nor to ſhow them 
worſe Uſage, than we wou'd wiſh to receive. If we 
treat others il], for profeſſing what is the reſult of 
their diligent and honeſt Inquirys into the Will 
of GOD ; weſet-up ourown Judgment as the 


Stand- 


and true 


ark 
Standard of revealed Truth; and wou'd oblige 
others to believe only ſuch Things as we determin, 
and enjoyn 3 without allowing them the liberty to 
judge for themſelves. This is a molt unrighteous 
encroachment upon the common Priviledge of 
Mankind. For, to inquire freely into the Truth 
of every 1 that is propos'd to us, for our 
Belief, or our Practice, is the natural and unalie- 
nable Right of every Man: it is the indiſpenſable 
Duty of every Chriſtian: it is the Characteriſtick 
of a true Proteſtant: it is the Joy and Triumph 
of every true Britton. It is a Right that we can 
ſcarce over- value: and which we cannot give- up, 
without renouncing the chief uſe of our Reaſon; 
which is the Glory of our Nature; and was given 
us to be the Guide of all our Actions; but more 
eſpecially of our moral, and religious Conduct. 
Without this freedom of Inquiry, there can be 
no rational Belief, no ſincere Practice of Religion, 
and Virtue: but inſtead of a reaſonable Faith, 
Credulity muſt prevail; and Hypocriſy, inſtead 
of Devotion: Religion wou'd degenerate into 
Superſtition z and a chriſtian Zeal be turn'd into 
bitter Rage, and cruel Bigotry. 

LET us therefore beware of diſcouraging that 
Liberty of Inquiry, and of private Judgment, 
wich is the fundamental Principle of our Refor- 
nation; and the only firm Support of all true 
Religion, And though, we cannot always avoid 
ufering in our Opinions, when we really judge 
or ourſelves ; let us however treat one another 
vith Juſtice, and Candour, and a friendly Reſpect. 
This fair Uſage is due to All Perſons, whatever 
heir Perſwaſion may be: And it is far more apt 
0 gain upon their minds; to reclaim them from 
Error, or to reform their Practice; than the 
more common Methods of Invective, Cenſure, 


and 


| 
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and Ridicule. A candid, mild, affable Temper; 
and a reſpectful, modeſt, courteous Behaviour; 
: are Qualitys that All muſt be pleas*d with. But 
if we ſhow ourſelves froward, ſullen, or diſdain. 
full, towards thoſe who differ from us; or give 
way to an impatient, dogmatical, over-bearin 
Haughtyneſs in Converſation, or Controverſy, 
ſuch an unbecoming, unrighteous, Conduct to- 
_ wards others, muſt unavoidably raiſe their Diſ. 
taſte, and Reſentment. I ſhall perhaps be 
thought ſingular, and too ſevere, in reckoning 
ſuch indecencys of Behaviour, among other in- 
ſtances of Injuſtice : but however ſmall theſe fail- 
ings of Temper, or Carriage, may ſeem to be; 
certainly, among Perſons of a liberal Education, 
ſuch an aſſuming, rough, uncourteous Deport- 
ment as I have deſcrib'd, is not only unmannerly, 
and rude, but unrighteous, and unchriſtian, It 
often produces the worſt Effects: And always 
flows from an ill Principle; either from Pride; or 

Envy; or Bigotry ; or IIl- nature. 

DECENCY of Behaviour is not of ſo little 
Conſequence as ſome may imagin ; ſeeing the in- 
ſpir'd Writers have left us ſome Inſtructions about 

it: and even joyn'd it with Virtues of the firſt 
Rank; to ſhow us, that it ought always to ac- 

1 Pet. 111. company them. S. Peter enjoyns us to be not on- 
ly compaſſionate, but Courteous : ---* 7 be cloatt/d 
Ch. V. . it Humility ; ---and all of us, (he ſeems to mean 
the Clergy in particular,) to be ſubject one to an. 

ther : which can be underſtood only of a charitable 
Condeſcenſion: for, in no other ſence is the Precept 

1 Cor. practicable. St. Paul tells us that Charity (and the 
XIII. 5. ſame is likewiſe true of Juſtice,) doth not behave 
Rom. XII. it/elf unſeemly : He exhorts us to prefer one ano. 


10. ther in Honour, and to practiſe whatſoever Thing 
Phil. IV. 8. | N | art 


23 


4 4) becoming, or lovely, or of good-report. 


He wou'd have us“ abſtain from all Appearance of „Th. v. h 


Evil; that our Converſation may be ſuch a; becometh 12- 


the Goſpel of CHRIST; in all reſpects blameleſs, hl. . 27. 


and inoSenfive. To all this Juſtice obligeth us. 
BuT Charity carrys our Duty higher; and 
lays ſtill greater Reſtraints upon our Zeal. For, 
it obliges us not only to do others no harm, nor 
give them any uſt cauſe of Offence; but to wiſh, 
and do, them the greateſt Good we can. Juſtice 
will reſtrain us from perſecution, and all kind of 
Violence, and ill Treatment of others, on ac- 
count of mere Differences in Opinion : but Cha- 
rity will engage us to ſhow a becoming Zeal for 
the common Rights, and Priviledges, of Man- 
kind; and lead us to aſſert, and defend, them, a- 
gainſt the unjuſt Encroachments of arbitrary 
Power, Juſtice will keep us from diſturbing o- 
thers, in the quiet poſſeſſion of thoſe Rights which 
are founded in Reaſon ; and therefore were con- 
firm'd by Law: but Charity will likewiſe binder 
us from envying their Enjoyment of them; and 
from endeavouring, or wiſhing, to have it inter- 
rupted, or reſtrain'd. In Juſtice we ought to 
judge, and ſpeak, of others, according to Truth, 
and Candour; and to ſhow them good Uſage, 
and all the Reſpect that is due to their Worth, and 
their Station; without any biaſs againſt them for 
the ſake of their Sentiments : but Charity obliges 
us likewiſe to rejoyce in the Welfare of our Chri- 
ſtian Brethren 3 and to ſympathize: with them in 
their Sorrow, or Diſtreſs: Nay to delight in doing 


good to all Men, as we have opportunity: and to be gal. yi. 


ready even * to lay-down our Life for the good 10. 


* 1 Joh. 
e 


n 


(q) This ſeems to be the meaning of c in this place. The 
Apoftle mentions things that are juſt, | or honeſt, lin the ſame verſe. 


Lo] 
of others ; when Providence calls us to pive this 
ing Proof of our Zeal, and our Charity, 

CHARITY, and true Zeal, are always inſe. 
parable. For, wherever Zeal is truly Chriſtian, 
Charity both raiſes, and directs it. And when 
+1Pet,1V. Charity is genuine, it is always f fervent, or zealous, 
8. So that there is but little difference betwixt 3 
Chriſtian Zeal, and fervent Charity. According. 
ly St. Paul uſes the term, Zeal, to denote a hear. 
ty kindneſs, or warmth of Affection. Thus he 
Col. IV. wrote to the Coloſians that Epaphras had a great 
13: Zeal (it might be render'd, a great Affection) for 
them: and told the Corinthians that he was com- 
2Cor. VIl. forted by hearing of their fervent (r) Love to- 
7. wards him. So excellent and neceſſary is this fer. 
dent Charity that the Apoſtle prefers it to Faith 
Cor. and Hope, and the greateſt Spiritual Gifts: afſy. 
XIII. ring us that neither the Knowledge of all Myſtery, 
nor the Gift of Prophecy; nor a miraculous Faith; 
nor the moſt generous Almygiving; nor even a Zeal 
that might lead us to ſuffer Martyrdom, cou'd 

avail us any thing, without Charity. 

T 1s divine Virtue was the very temper, and 
delight of the Apoſtle's Soul : it was the Prin- 
ciple of his Actions; and the conſtant Rule of 

all his Conduct. His Charitable Zeal was not con- 

fin'd to Chriſtians only; but extended to all Men: 

1 Tim. II. like the Divine Goodneſs, which wou*d have All 
4. to be ſav'd, and to come to the knowledge of the 
1 Cor. X. Truth, Therefore he wou'd no more give offence 
32. to the Jes, or to the Gentiles, than to the Church 
Ch.1X-22. of God. Nay that he might by all means ſave * 
| 0 


| 


| 
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(r) The true meaning of C in this place is better ex- 
preſst by ſer vent Love, than by fervene Mind. Compare 
2 Cor. IX. 2. (where the Apoſtle uſes See to expreſs the fer- 
vent Charity of the Corinthians in relieving their diſtreſs't 
Brethren:) And Gal, IV. 17. explain'd in p. 2. 

$ 


judgeſt another Man's Servant? To his-own Maſter 


a 


of both, his zealous Charity led him to the greateſt 


| inſtances of Condeſcenſion, and Self-denial. o 


he was free from all Men, (and under no particular 
obligations to any-one 3) yet he made himſelf a ſer- 
vant to all; that he might gain the more of them to 


the belief, and practice of Chriſtianity. And 10 


all Men be became all things (as far as Truth, and 
Prudence, wou'd permit him,) that he might a- 
void giving them offence ; and the more effectu- 
ally promote their Salvation. If any-one. was 
* J/:ak in Faith, or ſcrupulous in Practice, the A- 
poſtle condeſcended to act (with regard to him) as 
one that was Weak too. If any-one was offended, 
or ſcandaliz'd at the behaviour of others; he 
burnt, he was fir'd with Zeal, to remove the of- 
fence z and to + ſupport his weak Brother. 

Sve R was the Apoſtle's Practice: And his Pre- 
cepts run in the ſame Strain. Vo art thou that (s) 


he 


—— ——- c 


(.) Throughout the N. T. i is generally render d to 
| Judge which is a term too general and indeterminate ; that 
eldom 


expreſſes the preciſe meaning of the Original. It is us'd 
in various Sences: And the particular fignification that it (or 
any other ambiguous Word) has, in each paſlage of Scripture, 
ſhou'd have been carefully diſftinguiſh't in all Tranſlations. 
The obſcurity that attends them, and eſpecially the Vulgar La- 
tin, (one of the worſt Verſions we have,) ariſes chiefly from 
their being too ſtrictly lireral: and next, from their not fixing 
that determinate Sence of ambiguous words, which the Sacred 


Author's Subjed, Views, Reaſoning, peculiar Style, Context, 


arallel Places, & : c. point out clearly enough to be his mean+ 
ing in each particular Paſſage, In the XIV Chap. of the Ro- 
mans xelsti is us'din ſeveral Sences: but does not once ſigni- 
fy merely to judge; asthe common Verſions render it. It can- 
not be ſuppos'd that we are forbid all ſort of judging concerning 
our Neighbours, and their Conduct. It is often impoſſible to a- 
void it. Beſides, we may judge of them, with Approbation, as 
well as with diſlike, or cenſure. Nor is the mere Act of cenſu- 
ring, or condemning, another, by our-private Judgment, forbid. 
It may often be juſtly done. But we are forbid ſuch cenſuring 
of others in matters of Religion, __ Conſcience, as leads us 


£ 
ver. 194 * 


*2 Cor. 
XI. 29, 


1 1 Th. V. 


14. 
Om. 
XIV. 4. 


te 


e 
Nom: be flandeth, or falleth---Why doſs thou judge thy 
V. 10. Brotzer ? or, why doſt thou ſet at naught thy Bro- 
ver. 13. ber? - Let us not judge one another any more: but 
Judge this rather that no Man put a ſtumbling- block, 
Fer. 17. or an occaſion to fall in bis Brother's way. The King- 
dom of GOD is not (it cannot conſiſt in ſuch 
Things as) meat and drink; but in Righteouſneſs, 
ver. 18. and Peace, and Foy in the HO LY-G HOST. He 
that in theſe Things ferveth CHRIST is acceptable 
10 GOD, and [therefore is to be] approv'd of Men, 
Rom. Xv. We then that are ſtrong ought to bear with the In- 
1. firmitys of. the Weak ; and not pleaſe ourſelves, Let 
Ver. 2. every-one of Us pleaſe his Neighbour for bis good, 
to Edification : For even CHRIST pleas d not himſelf. 

Ir theſe inſtances of a charitable Zeal, theſe ex- 
cellent Rules of Condeſcenſion, and Forbearance, 
had been always obſerv'd among Chriſtians; in 
what a happy flouriſhing State wou'd the Church 
of GOD have continued! What a bleſſed Union, 
what an uninterrupted Peace wou'd it have enjoy- 
ed ! What a pleaſing, glorious Sight wou'd it have 
been to obferve Chriſtians of all Ranks, Orders, 
and Offices, forward in condeſcending ; zealous to 


remove 


n — 


1 
—— b 


— | 


to viliſying expreſſions, or an unc haritable behaviour towards 
them : againſt which the Apoſtle argues throughout this Chap- 
ter, His meaning in the 10th verſe cannot be fully expreſs't 
without ſuch a paraphraſtic Tranſlation as this, Why doſt thou 
who art weak, and ſcrupulous as to Meats, and Days, ] cen- 
ure thy Brother ¶ for uſing his Chriſtian Liberty ?] and why 
doſt thou [that art ſtrong, and better inſtructed in the Doctrines, 
and Priviledges, of the Goſpel, ] deſpiſe thy Brother | for bis 
weak Scruples? ] Compare the foregoing verſes; and particu- 
larly the 3d. where the Apoſtle applys the ſame terms of cenſu- 
ring, and deſpiſing, to the ſame Partys. The concluſion he 
draws in the 13th verſe will be beſt rendered, þy following: 
the natural Order, as well as the true Sence of his words, thus; 
tunnüri e @ANGACUE αj/hbt RANG TOUTE ,» pwaArRGY To phy The 
ive TEgrropumu Th GAPS, 1 cui Let ws mot therefore 
cenſure one another any more : but reſolve this rather, not to 


lay a ſtumbling-block beſore a Chriitian-brother, or an occaſion 
of falling into Sig. 


e 
re move Offences; and contending only who ſhou'd 


yield moſt, and ſooneſt, to others, for the com- 
mon Peace, and Edification! And, even fill, if 


thoſe who diſtinguiſh themſelves by a ſingular 
Zeal for every thing they approve of, (however 


doubiful as to its truth, or trivial in its nature ;) 


wou*'d not pleaſe themſelves, nor * aſſume any Do- * cot. 
minion over the Faith, or Conſcience of their Chri- I. 24. 


ſtian Brethren ; but reckon themſelves only helpers 
and promoters of their Foy, and Welfare: If the 
Scrupulous wou'd take all prudent Means to in- 
form themſelves better ; to improve their Know- 
ledge 3 and get their Scruples remov'd: And (ſince 
this cannot always be done ;) if All of us wou'd 


follow after the Things that make for Peace ; and Rom. 


Things whereby One might edify Another ; cordial XIV. 19. 


Love, Forbearance, and mutual Condeſcenſion; 
ve might then be truly (t) likeminded amidſt all 
our Differences: and our Zeal wou'd be directed 
by the Laws of Equity and Benevolence, 
Bur to render our Zeal compleatly good it 
muſt not only be ju/?, and charitable, but likewiſe 
diſcreet, and be always guided by the Rules of 
Prudence, Now Prudence will lead us to range 
the ſeveral Objects of our Zeal in their juſt Order; 
and to proportion our eſteem and value for them, 
according to their real Worth, Some of them 
are of far greater importance then others ; and con- 


ſequently are to be pron with a proportionate 
degree of Zeal, and Earneſtneſs. Prudence will de- 


termin Us to prefer the Practice of Virtue and true 


Piety, before all other things: and to value the 
plain, undoubted, fundamental, Truths of the Goſ- 
pel, that are expreſly contain'd in Scripture ; far 


beyond the doubtful, intricate, unneceſſary, Con- 


ſequences drawn from it, by Critical Skill. It will 
D 2 teach 


" (+) See Phil. II. 75, 76, 17, JCal. VI. 15, 16. and Phil. Il. 
2. explain d above, . 


\ 


= 


/ 
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teach us to promote, and recommend, Unity of 


Affection, and a charitable e Fake more than 
an Unity of Opinion, concerning diſputable Points, 
It will make us value Order, and Truth, and tht 


Peace of the Church, more than a rigid, obſtinate, 


uſe either of Power, or of Liberty, in indifferent 
Matters. Prudence will likewiſe lead us to chuſe the 


fitteſt Means, to promote thoſe good Ends, and 


_ worthy objects of Purſuit, it recommends to us: 


and will keep us from ſhowing a juſt and charitable 
Zeal, in an indiſcreet way. It will engage us to con- 
verſe with thoſe we differ from, ina kind, reſpect- 


2 Th. III. ful, obliging Manner: and not to count them as E. 


15. 


nem ys, but to admoniſh them as Brethren, It will 
keep our Zeal within its due Bounds ; and incline 


Phil. Iv. us to Moderation in the management of it, as the 


8. 


virtuous mean betwixt an intemperate Zeal, or 
Bigotry, on the one hand; and Lukewarmneſs on 
the other. 


MODE RAT IOM and Zeal are ſo far from 
being oppoſite (as ſome imagin) that they are in- 


tirely conſiſtent; and ſhou'd be inſeparably join'd. 
For, if our Zeal be not moderate, it muſt be exceſ- 
ſive, and extravagant: And ſuch a blind Paſſion 
cannot deſerve the name of Zeal : it degenerates in- 


—— to Bigotry, and Rage, and f Madneſs. And, on 
FX 11. 


the other hand, if our Moderation in the Conduct 


of our Temper, and Paſſions, be not accompany'd 
with a due mixture of Zeal, and an earneſt Concern 


for the Glory of GOD, and the Welfare of Man- 


Rom. kind: if it does not make us ſerve the LORD * with 


XII. 11. 


Titi. , fervour of Spirit; and lead us to be zealous of all good 
+Rev Iii. orks; we then fall inſenſibly into that Luke- 


#6. 


warmneſs and Indifference about Religion, which 
is the other extreme that is inconſiſtent with a pru- 
dent, temperate Zeal. 
In fine Prudence will lead us to conſider the man- 
ner of our Behaviour, and the circumſtances, fitneſs 


„ TFE 


and + expediency of our Actions, as well as the lawful- * Cor. 


neſs of them: And in all the inſtances and expreſſi-— 
ons of our Zeal, it will diſpoſe us to ſhow a due re- 
gard to Decency 3 that we may avoid whatever is 
ſhocking and offenſive to Others, either in our Words, 
Kor deportment : that ſo our whole Conduct may be 
agreeable and becoming. Tho? theſe things may 
ſeem to be of little Moment; our Character, and 
conſequently our Power of doing good, in the World, 
will depend very much upon the Obſervance of © 
them : And our Zeal will always do more harm, than 
good, if it be not directed by Diſcretion, as well as 
by Righteouſneſs, and Love. toy i 

WE have now conſider'd 23 Objects of a 
chriſtian Zeal; and the true Meaſures by which it 
ought to be govern'd + And are reſolv'd, I hope, to 
employ our heartyeſt Endeavours in promoting the 
Glory of GOD, and the Happineſs of Mankind; the 
ſolid Knowledge, the rational Belief, and the ſincere 
Practice of Chriſtianity, by all the methods that are 
conſiſtent with Juſtice, Charity, and Prudence. As 
this is our particular Duty, my Brethren; let us like- 
wiſe make it our conſtant Care, and greateſt delight. 
We have, in a more peculiar manner than others, de- 
dicated Ourſelves, and our Labours to the Service of 
GOD. We enjoy the Advantages of more Liberty, 
and Leiſure to purſue the worthy Ends of our holy 
Profeſſion. We are freed from the manifold Snares, 
and Temptations, that attend other Imployments; 
and hinder Men from purſuing the common and ne- 
ceſſary Dutys of their Chriſtian Vocation. And as our 
Function is highly reputable in itſelf; ſo it is certainly 


in our-own Power to let no Man deſpiſe Us: For, the Tit. II. 1g. 


faithful diſcharge of our Duty will ever ſecure all due 
Reſpect to our Character, and our Offce ; if we do 
not magnify it too often, nor too much. Now ſeeing 


we enjoy ſo many Advantages above Others; and ly 
under the ſtricteſt Obligations to improve them; what 2 pet. IL 


manner Ii. 


1 Th. II. 


Acts Xx. 


31. 
* ver. 20. 
1 Th. V. 


I4- 


+2 Tim. 
II. 25. 


Tit. II. . 


Show of Learning. Let us rather judiciouſly adapt 


manner of Perſons ought W E io be in all holy Converſgj 


[ 30 ] 


on and Godlineſs ! It is but reaſonable that we ſhow; 
make a due improvement of thoſe Talents with which 
we are entruſted ; and earneſtly labour to advance 
the Glory of GOD, and the Happineſs of Men, 
both by our Inſtructions, and our Example. 

TAE moſt effectual way to inſtruft People woy'd 
be to imitate our zealous Apoſtle ; who exhorted and 
comforted, and charg'd his Converts, as a Father doth hi 
Children: and on ſome Occaſions, ceas'd not to warn . 
very-one both night and day, with tears : * teaching them 
both publickly, and from Houſe, to Houſes\, We ſhou'd 


warn and rebuke the Diſorderly, in a ſerious, diſpaſſi 


onate, manner; and comfort the Feeble-minded ; ſupport 
the Weak ; and be patient towards all Men : f in meekne 
inſtructing even thoſe that oppoſe, (and ſet) themſelves a- 
gainſt the Truth. In our Doctrine let us ſhow Uncor- 
ruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity, ſound Speech that cannot be 
condemn'd : always chuſing ſuch Subjects of Diſcourſe, 
as are moſt uſeful, and edifying ; and not amuſing 
Common-people with controverſial Points; uſel 

Criticiſms; abſtruſe Notions; or an oſtentatious 


both our Subject, and our Style, to the Capacity, and 


the Circumſtances, of our Hearers ; uſing ſuch fami- 


liar, eaſy, proper Language as All may underſtand. 
Let us not waſte our time in poliſhing our Diſcourſes ; 


and ſtudying an artful Method, eaſy Tranſitions, de- 


licate Turns of Thought, and Expreſſion ; and thoſe 
[mg og Figures, and flights of Fancy, and Points 
of Wit, that too often paſs for the Beautys of Elo- 


quence : let us not waſte our time, I ſay, in endeavour- 


ing, by theſe poor attainments, to gain the eſteem, 
and Admiration, of others : but let us ſtudy how to 
diſcharge the Dutys of our Function, in the moſt be- 
coming and effectual, manner: and to inculcate the 
por an practical Truths, and Dutys, of the Gol- 
pel, with gravity, and energy, of Sentiments, and 


Style, 


L 3 J 


gyle, and Addreſs : with the utmoſt Seriouſneſs, and 


n affectionate Concern for the Good of our Hearers. 
And then we may expect, that our Inſtructions will 


be ſucceſsfull 3 and that we ſhall become the happy In- | 

ſtruments of turning many Souls unto Righteouſneſs. Dan. XII. 
Bur in order to this, we mult take care that we be 3- 

Examples to Believers, not only in Word and Diſcourſe, 1 Tim. Iv. 

but in our daily Converſation and Behaviour; in Cha- 12. 

rity, and univerſal Kindneſs; in Spirit, and (u) Good- 

ſs of Temper; in Stedfaſtneſs of Faith; and in Purity 

of Mind, and Manners. It is not enough that we for- 

hear all groſs and ſcandalous Vices: We are to behave 1 Th. II. 

urſelves holily, juſtly, and unblameably, in all reſpects: © 

And to“ ſhine as Lights in the World, ſet-up to guide Tin 

Others into the ways of Truth, Piety, and Peace. 7 

But above all things, let us have fervent Charity among Pet. IV. 

Ourſelves; that we may not, by our unhappy Diviſions, 5: 

needleſs Diſputes, and unchriſtian Animolitys, con- 

ribute to the increaſe of Infidelity, Profaneneſs, and . 

an utter neglect of all true Religion. Theſe Evils 

ſpread like an Infection, faſter, and farther, than can 

yell be imagin' d. Nor will it be poſſible for us to ſtop 

the growth of them effectually, till we lay aſide all uſe- 


O 


Jess Debates, and wrathful Contentions; and join our 


common endeavours to ſupport the Truth, and Cre- 
dit, of Religion, not only by ſolid, mild, and ratio 
tal, Defences of it; but by the more powerful Per- 
ſvaſion of an exemplary Life. Let us not (x) ftrive 2 Tim. II. 
| about 14, 


% 


3 


** — —J__ 


(») If 7147s here does not ſignify the Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind (as it cer- 
twnly does in ſeveral other ain * will be bard 1 what 40 Apoſtle 
means by being an Epe -in Spirit, | e 

Hui hoyopn A -nof to diſpute (or, quarrel,) abont words, ot forms of Ex- 
on eſpecially thoſe pain babblirgs, | Ha U,ẽœP¾Hiace] profanc [ unſcriptural] 

"gm (or, ſen celeſs Sounds) mention'd in the 16th ver. In the 2 3d ver. Z.mothy 


u gain caution'd againſt fooliſh and milearned SD ueſtions, d r 1tÞoures ut nTHFHAC 5 

Wich the Fulgate renders Qneſtiones ſine diſciplina. d raid iu xuc leems to be uſed 

n an uncommon gence, #cthaps 272exForec, was the ancient Reading. Or, if 

Mat be what the Apoſtle meant; he then forbids all foolifh Diſputes, or Ingairys ( whe- 

7 learned, or wnlearned,) about ſuch pretended Poincs of Doctrine as CHRIST 

— "ot teach; and his Ap»ſtles have noe deliver d to us in their Writings, Com- 
es Tim. III. 14---17, & 1 Tim. VI. , 4, J. wich Gab I. 8, 4 
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is Gout Words , which tends to no Profit ;, but rat het 
pO ſubvert the Hearers, or Readers, of metaphyſical 89 
5 _— by perplexing their Thoughts; ſhaking the 
oy aich; and deftroying their Charity. But let u 
Tim. VI. allow, and practiſe, Kightrouſneſs, Godlineſs, Faith 
Dove, Patience, Meekneſs ; * and Pence with all then 
© 1 that call on the LORD out à pure Heart. Let u 
lay-aſide all odious Names of Diſtinction, and Re 
roach; and ſacrifice all our Party- reſentments, and 
ſelfiſh Ends, to the Intereſt of Religion, and the pub 
lick Welfare. Tho' we cannot intirely agree in ou 
Notions ; let us live, and converſe, together, ina 
= amicable way. And when we come to explain, and 
= * exchange, our Thoughts, with Candour, Calmneſs 
= and a chriſtian Temper; it will appear, that the Dif 
ferences among us are neither ſo many, nor ſo great 
Eph. IV. as Some wou'd have us believe. Let all. the wretchec 
31. effects of Bigotry, and blind Zeal, Bitterneſs, and 
M,xaib, and Anger, and Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking 
Col. III. be put away ſrom us, with all malice. And let us ju 
12. an bowels of Mercy, Kindneſs, Meekneſs, and Long: ſif 
+ Rom. ferim, forbearing One another, + with brotherly lon 
XII. 10. And if we preſerve this truly Chriſtian temper ; zea 
Tit. II. 10. fouſly 'endeavouring in all Things to adorn the Dodrint 
of GOD our Saviour; we are ſure, that notwithſtand 
ing our Jarrings in Opinion, here on Earth; we ſha 
; at length joyn harmoniouſly above in ſinging etern; 
Rey. V. Hallelujabs to HIM. that ſilteth upon the Throne, a 
13. o the LAMB for ever and ever. 
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1 a N[alognes, concerning Elocnenee in General; and particularly that Kind which 
158 D he tor che Pulpit: By the late Archbiſhop of Cambray. With his Letter 
the French Academy, concerning Rhetoric, dog Hiſtory ; and a Compan 
- betwixt che Antients and Maderns. Tranſlated from the French, and 1] !oftratet 
with Notes and Quorations, By William Stevenſen, M. As * 
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